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“We think the Learning & Teaching Strategy should encourage the exploration of global
collaborative learning environments.”
Abstract:
A major challenge facing this and other Universities over the next few years is the embracement or
otherwise of an international open educational agenda. What this means in practice is opening our
educational resources up to more individuals than those solely registered as students of the institution.
This does not have to mean without payment but does mean a more open system of education that we
currently provide.
Channels have been established both within University contexts (e.g. JORUM & through the Open
University), within international commercial entities (e.g. iTunesU & YouTubeEDU) and other global
web based frameworks for the open sharing of resources. Internally, across the University individual
members of staff have been and are currently engaging across a variety of different contexts related to
open educational resources (sometimes driven by external funding, other times not). What we as an
institution could do with understanding is how we are presently engaging with the open education
context, how we are going to engage in these contexts in the future and indeed which contexts we are
going to engage within.
To this end, this session will provoke discussion around the area of open educational resources and
our engagement with this international agenda as an institution. We will draw out the benefits and
issues involved towards exploring the development of a workshop in Semester 2 focused on
understanding and tackling these issues including engaging with whether we should embrace the
international open education agenda.
